___ CHURCH

MISSIONS APPLICATION FORM
PROCEDURES FOR SHORT-TERM MISSIONS APPLICATION

Please keep this form.  You will need this information as you prepare for your trip with ___ Church’s Missions Team.
HOW TO APPLY
1. Review each item in the “General Requirements” section below.  Then complete the Short-Term Team Application and return it to your group facilitator.  Specify the group, destination and departure date for the trip, and respond to every question.  Incomplete forms cannot be accepted.
2. Be aware of the application deadline.  The deadline is designated from 6 to 9 months (perhaps more) before the trip departs.  Training requirements, airline ticketing and visa requirements mandate early application processes.
3. Please note the amount that must be submitted as a deposit with the application before it can be processed.  Cheque must be payable to ___ Church.  This is a non-refundable deposit.

4. Your application must be submitted with two (2) photocopies of either your birth certificate or your passport.

5. If you meet the conditions under “General Requirements”, an interview will be scheduled for you after you submit your application to your groups’ facilitator.  You will be notified promptly if your application is not accepted.  

6. Refer any question you may have in regards to your application to the trip facilitator.  

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
1. 
You must be a member or regular adherent of ___ Church and must have a history of tithing to the church (in accordance with your circumstances).

2. You must be at least 18 years of age.  Exceptions are made on an individual basis.  Those under the age of 18 wishing to participate in a youth mission project must have a signed and dated parent consent form attached to the application.

3. You must agree to participate in all of the required team training sessions before and/or during the trip and plan to attend the designated team debriefing after the trip is completed.  

4. All participants are personally responsible to arrange funding for their portion of the trip and/or participate in group/individual fund-raising.  Time frame for solicitation may not exceed six months. 

5. Solicitation must be initiated by letter which includes: 

· On letterhead from ___ Church.

· The total amount required, the funds you are contributing personally, and the net amount to be raised.

· You are to advise those you solicit that their support for you should be over and above their regular tithe and that their cheques are to be made payable to ___ Church with the team destination specified in the check memo.

6. You may apply to solicit funds no more than three times in any five-year period.  

7. Funds raised will be paid to ___ Church only.  Under no circumstances will funds be paid directly to individuals.
8. Must carefully read and sign the Special Project Volunteer Waiver of Right.

9. Must be in good health.

CHILD PROTECTION PROGRAM
Any applicant applying for a project serving in an environment with children under the age of 18 will need to complete a Child Protection Program application and be approved under the program guidelines.

SPECIAL PROJECT VOLUNTEER WAIVER of RIGHT
___ Church sends many volunteers to foreign countries for short-term projects.  There are several possible risks to the volunteers.  The political situation can very rapidly become unstable or hostile to Westerners or Christians, possibly resulting in temporary detention, even when no law has been broken.  The potential for injury, perhaps of a serious nature, may be aggravated in some countries by the primitive conditions or health facilities.  Moreover, the technology and wealth needed for modern means of transportation and communication may be lacking in many third world countries.  ___ Church prayerfully seeks wisdom and knowledge in providing guidance for volunteers involved in special projects.  Some policies and procedures are specifically planned to protect the health and freedom of the volunteers.  The staff leadership associated with each project has been carefully chosen.  They also will prayerfully exercise the wisdom and knowledge God has given them.  Nevertheless, all of these matters are ultimately in God’s hand, who does not guarantee to protect us from every danger.  (See Hebrews 11:35-38).   

Attached to the application form is the Volunteer Waiver of Right.  Please read carefully.  This form must be signed before selection can occur.
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION
1. Applicant meets all of the general requirements stated above.

2. Applicant possesses the skills or gifts needed for the identified project, and expresses interest in the purpose of the particular short-term team.  

3. Applicant demonstrates a level of maturity and life experience to be able to fit well as a team member and to respond to the leadership of another person.

4. Applicant is known to possess characteristics that will enable effective work within a cross-cultural environment.

5. Applicant has read, understood and signed the Volunteer Waiver of Right. 

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Applicants will be considered on a first come, first served basis.

2. All team participants are expected to travel with the team.  Any exceptions require the approval of the group facilitator.  Before any travel plans are initiated that are different from the arrangements made for the entire team, a specific request written on a separate paper must be submitted for approval.  This must include proposed travel details.  After any travel exceptions are approved for an individual, that person is responsible for all travel arrangements and for any additional costs incurred.  An adjustment for the travel portion of the trip will be made to the total amount normally required for the trip.  

  OUR STATEMENT OF VISION AND VALUES
IT IS OUR VISION TO HELP PEOPLE BEGIN AND CONTINUE A LIFE-CHANGING 

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST
We Believe:
· Lost people matter to God, and He has given us the privilege and responsibility of reaching them with His message of salvation.  

· God-honouring worship combined with relevant Biblical preaching are important tools used by God to bring about life change. 

· The Biblical portrait of the Church emphasizes life in community, and life change happens best in the context of small groups.   

· God has designed His Church to carry out its challenge on the basis of the spiritual gifts He has given to all His children.  

· In the Biblical principle that we have been blessed to be a blessing, and we have a responsibility to do our part to see the entire world reached with the gospel. 

· The Church is God’s prize possession.  It is futile to attempt to build the Church in human power.  We are to offer our best efforts always in a spirit of prayer for God to bless with His power.  

· Excellence honours God and inspires people. 

___ CHURCH

SHORT-TERM MISSIONS APPLICATION FORM
(Insert church address here)
*Please refer to the enclosed sheet: “Procedures for Short-Term Missions Application”.

Specify the Mission Organization, the destination and the date of the Short-Term Mission Project:

Organization:









                                                              

Departure Date:                

 
Return Date: 



                 
NAB Affiliate:     Yes
No 
     Other:





                                                                                    
(Note: If Mission organization is not a NAB affiliate, please provide supporting documentation.)

PERSONAL
Last Name:                                                        First Name:



          

Full name as it appears on your passport or birth certificate: 

Do you have a passport?    Yes        No 

Expiration date?  


                                         

Passport or Birth Certificate #:   







          
Address:   









                                                                                                                                                 

City:                                                                Postal Code: 



                                                      

Home Phone:



  Work Phone:  



                                                     

Date of Birth:                                                                 
Male

Female

Marital Status:  Married      Engaged       Single
    Separated
   Divorced
Widowed

CHURCH
Do you regularly attend weekend services at ___ Church?
Yes
No

How long have you been attending?   



                                          
Are you involved in a small group?
Yes
No

Who is the leader?     





                                                              

Previous church background before ___ Church?       
MINISTRY
Which ___ Church ministries are you presently involved with?
Briefly list your spiritual gifts if known:    
Briefly list any cross cultural experience in ministry:                                                                                  

SKILLS
What foreign languages do you speak, read or write?  (Please indicate your proficiency level.)

Please list all specialized skills which you have developed and are able to use (examples: music, medical, drama, culinary, athletics, computers, carpentry, etc.)
Skill



Fair

Good
   
Excellent
Professional

EMPLOYMENT (circle one)

Employed
  Self-employed        Unemployed
Retired
Student
Other

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
CHARACTER REFERENCES
2. ___Church Staff Member:









Length of time known:








                 
2. Small Group Leader:








 


Length of time known: 








               
3. Other Reference:











Length of time known:








   


Nature of Relationship:








                                                            
4. Other Reference:











Length of time known:








   

     Nature of Relationship:








          
MEDICAL
Describe your health (Include a description of all conditions which may limit your normal abilities in stress related situations):

Do you have medical insurance?
Yes

No

What is the name of your insurance company?                                                                  
     

Is it applicable outside Canada? 
Yes

No

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Please indicate the nature of your present relationship with God.

(
I am not a believer, but I am open to learning and understanding more.  

(
Right now I consider myself to be:
       
 a sceptic (doubting)









  
 a spectator (observing)

       




    
 a seeker (searching)







 
 unsure (lacking confidence)

(
I am a believer.  I have accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour and right now in my faith development I am a: 


                 
            new believer
                 


            growing believer (trusted Christ, developing as a follower)

             maturing believer (experiencing life as a fully devoted follower of Christ)


Briefly describe how you came into a relationship with Jesus Christ, your reasons for going on this mission trip and how it fits into your present spiritual journey.  (Please note that your reasons must comply with our Statement of Vision and Values (printed in the procedures portion of the application package.)

FUNDING
By submitting this application to be a part of a Short-Term Team from ___ Church, I understand that I am personally responsible to arrange funding for my portion of the team/trip costs and /or participate in fund-raising.
Total Amount Required:


$    




                                          

Less Your Personal Contribution

$ 




                                             

Net Amount to Be Raised


$ 




                                            
Signature







Date

___ CHURCH

EMERGENCY CONTACT FORM

Project Name: 
 











Project Date:











                                                                             
Dear Project Participant,

While we are trusting God’s protection to be on the Project, we want to be prepared should any emergency arise.  In the event of any type of emergency, it is important to have ready access to information in a central location.  As standard procedure, we require the following information from anyone participating in a ___ Church Missions Project.  (Note: Husbands and wives each need to complete a form.)

Name:  











     
          Last




First




Initial

Spouse:











 
          Last




First

         
             
Initial
Is spouse on this project?              Yes               No 

Address:   













Two people to contact in case of emergency:

Name: 






Phone: (      ) 


                                    
Name: 






Phone: (      )



                   
Do you have any medical conditions that could potentially become an emergency?             


Yes 

 
No 



Condition: 













Medication needed:










                     

Doctor’s Name:  





Phone: (
)


                                   
Provincial Health Plan #:  









     
Province: 



                             
Extended Medical Plan#: 









                                                                           
Blood Type:                                 (If known)
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
FOR INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS ONLY
Passport Number: 









                                                                                                                                     
Country Where Issued:  




  Expiry Date: 

                             
Volunteer Waiver of Right
***BY SIGNING THIS LEGAL DOCUMENT, YOU WILL WAIVE CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS, 

INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO SUE***
Please Read Carefully
                                                                        (Hereinafter referred to as the “Participant”) has freely requested to be allowed to participate in a ___ Church Short-Term Missions Project in __________________ (Hereinafter referred to as the “Missions Project”). The Participant understands that there may be risks involving the Missions Project.  The Participant undertakes the risks associated with the Missions Project, which include but is not limited to, changes in the political situation, different and primitive physical and health facilities, uncertain transportation and communication facilities, and the possibility of acts of terrorism.  The Participant voluntarily assumes full responsibility of injury, disease, deterioration of health, illness, death or property damage to his/herself and others associated with the Missions Project. 

In exchange for the privilege of participation in the Missions Project and proclaiming the gospel, the Participant agrees as follows:

1.  The Participant hereby releases ___ Church of (insert church address here), and its officers, affiliates, employees, associate staff or any other authorized representatives (Hereinafter referred to as “___ Church”) from any and all liabilities and expenses in connection with any personal injury, including but not limited to, physical, psychological damage, disease, deterioration of health, illness, death, or property damage which may be resulting from or arising out of participation in the Missions Project, including but not limited to, traveling to or from the Missions Project, any activity involving the Missions Project, acceptance of advice or negligence of ___ Church, volunteers, or others involved in the Missions Project;

2.  In case of accident or illness, the Participant gives permission to ___ Church or any other volunteer of ___ Church to seek any special medical attention deemed necessary by such individual, for the Participant and the Participant hereby releases and waives against any such person or entity, any responsibility or liability in connection with such accident, illness or medical treatment administered, negligently or otherwise. Furthermore, the Participant will indemnify and save harmless, ___ Church, organization, or any other volunteer from any and all cost involved with such accident or illness and the medical care administered;

3.  The Participant agrees to indemnify and save harmless ___ Church from all claims, demands, suits or actions against any of them by the Participant or by any person injured or who suffered damage to person or property as a result of the Participant’s actions, or arising out of the Participant’s participation in any aspect of the Missions Project, including the cost of defending any such claims, suits, demands or actions and;

4.  The Participant will conduct himself/herself in a manner appropriate to a volunteer participant in the Missions Project and abide by all rules, regulations, orders and directives given to the Participant by ___ Church in connection with any matter relating to the Missions Project.

5.  In the event that the Participant is a minor (under age 18), the within agreement must be executed by the Participant and the Participant’s parents/Legal Guardian.  Furthermore, the parents/Legal Guardian accepts all obligations contained in the within agreement on behalf of the minor, and on their own behalf.  

6.  The Participant acknowledges that this document will be effective and binding upon the Participant’s heirs, next of kin, executor, administrators and representatives, in the event of the Participant’s death or incapacity.  

The Participant STATES that he/she has carefully read the foregoing Waiver and knows the contents thereof and signs the same of their own free act.  











Project Name



Start Date




End Date





IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Participant has hereunto set his/her hand and seal this                      day of                                       , 20     , at the City of ___, Province of ___.  

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED

In the presence of: 

Witness Signature




Participant Signature 

Witness name (please print)



Parent (legal guardian) signature (if under age 18)

Witness address




Participant or Parent/Legal Guardian Address

PARENT CONSENT FORM

FOR INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS ONLY
Dear Parent:

Your son/daughter has expressed an interest in participating in a short-term mission project with ___ Church.  As a participant in an international project, your son/daughter would have an opportunity to capture a vision for the physical and spiritual needs of people in another part of the world.  We have found that one of the best ways to gain a world vision is to take an international ministry trip like this.  Your son/daughter would share in meeting some of those needs by serving in an area where people’s culture, economy, political situation, and religion are different from their own.  In fact, from past experience, it is likely this would be a life-changing experience for your son/daughter.  Another one of the benefits of such an experience is that it will develop a deeper appreciation for the privilege of their own heritage.  

Your comment will be an important factor in the consideration of your son’s/daughter’s application.  The completion of this form is necessary for their application to be processed.  

Due to tightened security measures, if your child is under 18 years of age and traveling without either parent or with only one parent or legal guardian, it is required that this form be signed by the non-participating parent(s) or legal guardian(s) and be notarized.   Lawyers or notaries that are executing this document should be asked to place their seal on the corner of the picture, after it is affixed to the document.  Be sure that the participating parent or legal guardian keeps the original with their passports and sends a photocopy of this form to our office.      
Please ensure that you have also read and signed the “Volunteer Waiver of Right” form that you will find in the application package.  

___ Church

(Insert church address here)
DECLARATION

(Affix picture here)
IN THE MATTER OF 

Child’s name
AND ___ CHURCH
(Insert church address here)
This Declaration made the           day of                                        , 20      .

I, of                                       , insert province here, 

                              Parent’s Name



Parent’s City
solemnly declare as follows:

1. I am the natural father or natural mother or legal guardian   (choose one and delete others) of                                                                , whose picture is attached to this document, above, and whose date of birth is                              

     .

             

Child’s Date of Birth
2. I specifically authorize ___ Church and its Short-Term Missions Program Director,                                                                          

 , to take my child to


Name of Trip Leader

Country of Destination

from                                                  , to                                                 .
Start Date


End Date

I make this Declaration knowing that it has the same effect as if made under oath.  

Signatures of Both Parents (where possible)


DECLARED BEFORE me at 


insert province here, 

this      
    Day of          
       , 20    .


                 
A Commissioner for taking Affidavits for (insert province here).
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